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SUMMARY 5 

Since the publication of the inaugural State of the Tropics report in 
2014, the world has continued to change rapidly. This is particularly 
true for the Tropics. Cities have kept growing, more people have 
escaped extreme poverty, and people are healthier and living 
longer  than ever before. However, improvement has not been 
uniform. Persistent pockets of extreme poverty remain throughout 
the Tropics, undernourishment is increasing and climate emissions 
continue to rise. The COVID-19 pandemic of 2019–2020 has 
affected the world in an unprecedented way and is already having 
a major impact on the health and economic systems in tropical 
countries. Refocusing the world’s attention on the Tropics is more 
important than ever. 

With the adoption of the United Nations 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, 2015 became a milestone year for global 
development. This ambitious international program, at the centre 
of which lie 17 Sustainable Development Goals, is ‘a plan of action 
for people, planet and prosperity’. This plan includes eradicating 
poverty in all its forms, protecting the planet from all forms of 
degradation and ensuring all people can enjoy prosperous and 
ful�lling lives in a peaceful, just and inclusive society.

Now, �ve years after the adoption of the 2030 Agenda, is an ideal 
time to assess the opportunities and challenges facing the tropical 
region once again. It is time to systematically assess the state of 
the region, to take stock and to develop the means to work towards 
a common future that recognises the potential of this dynamic and 
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Chapter 2—Land and Water
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Chapter 7—Education

	�u Mean years of schooling has continued to increase throughout the world and in the Tropics, although the gap between the 
Tropics and the rest of the world changed very little between 2000 and 2017. 

	�u Youth literacy in the Tropics continues to increase alongside years of education, although concerns around the quality of 
education remain. 

	�u Adult literacy rates are considerably lower in the Tropics than in the rest of the world. Although literacy has improved in the 
Tropics, the gap between the Tropics and the rest of the world has increased since 2000.

	�u Tertiary enrolments have risen in the Tropics and globally, although some tropical regions have shown very little improvement 
since 2000, with enrolments only matching population growth.  

Chapter 8—Economy and employment

	�u Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita has continued to increase globally following the global �nancial crisis of 2008–2009; 
however, the existing gap between the Tropics and the rest of the world has grown larger, indicating that economic growth in 
the Tropics is not keeping pace with global growth.

	�u Since 2013, debt service has increased across the Tropics—a warning sign of future debt challenges for the Tropics. Avoiding a 
repeat of the debt crisis of the early 1990s will be essential for tropical countries to achieve a sustainable future.

	�u Remittances are an important part of tropical economies. In 2017, tropical countries received close to 50% of all global 
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	�u It is estimated that around 90% of world trade by volume is now carried by ships. Ports, and particularly those capable of 
handling large volumes of containers, are a means of integration into a global economic system and essential to many tropical 


